
 

Well, here we are in November already and with December looming, Christmas will be upon us 

in no time!!  I’m sure you will all agree with us that the time has gone far too quickly!!  We’ve 

got some awesome times ahead down here at the Razza with the pre-Christmas functions happening more and more 

as we approach the festive season.  

We had an amazing night on the 7th October with our Queen, Bee gees and Eagles Tribute night and although we 

only had 3 weeks’ notice, it ended up being a Sell Out!!! We sold in excess of 200 tickets and had people from all 

over including Levin and even Wellington!!  Everyone had a blast and the dance floor was heaving!  As you looked 

around, all that were seen was huge smiles!  At the conclusion of the evening the staff were extremely happy with all 

the “Wow, best night ever” comments that were rolling in thick and fast!  We have the ball rolling for another big 

night like this coming up in the New Year so keep an eye out for that in the coming months! 

One thing that definitely has not come quickly is our AGM!!  So we were extremely pleased to announce that it was 

finally here… the time had come and the Foxton RSA was having its Annual General Meeting!!!  Only 5 months late, 

so that’s not too bad huh?!  Of course we jest and we all here at the Foxton RSA were as eager to get to this point as 

you were!  So we packed in on Sunday 12th November and although we knew it was never going to be all roses, it 

was good to finally get it all out in the open so we can start to make the changes, we feel, will ‘make the RSA great 

again’!!  All Trumps aside, as you go through this edition of our Newsletter, you will see that we have already started 

to put some things in place and that these changes are going to be of full benefit to the Club!  That doesn’t mean 

benefit to any one particular member but the Club as a whole.  So needless to say, the magic word for this 

Newsletter is: Restructure! 

Now, restructure can be seen as a good or bad thing but either way it is born through necessity!  Some of the 

changes are downright sad, we’re not going to lie about it but for the most part we are pretty excited about the 

possibilities the others could bring!!  For months now Tara and Renee have been looking into how we do things and 

what we are paying for and have really started to ‘trim down on the fat’ per say… and absolutely nothing has been 

safe from this!!  Look at it like a fatty pork chop and you could say that they are aiming for a healthier version of the 

same thing… which can only be better for ones arteries right?!  They have managed to save a lot of money by doing 

so but unfortunately there is still a way to go… so ripping the band aid off quickly, we’ll kick off with the bad news! 

 

It has come about that we needed to take a serious look at our 

trading hours!  As with any business, there comes a time that 

you really need to look at all the facts and find out what’s 

working and what’s not and start assessing the viability of how and when you’re trading.   The RSA has recently gone 

through such an assessment and with heavy heart we have come to the conclusion that we have to cease trading on 

Mondays and Tuesdays.  Please know that this decision certainly did not come lightly!!  The reason for this is due to 

the lack of sales on both days which has meant that we have been trading at a loss since we don’t even cover the 

wages, let alone the overheads. We fully understand there are a handful of members out there that this is really 

going to effect and we apologise profusely but we need you to understand just how important this decision will be.  

We have started to increase business at the other end of the week but all that is happening is that any extra profit 

made over the weekend is going toward propping up Monday and Tuesday and therefore not really benefiting the 

Club as a whole (or as a business).  As you would have found out at the AGM if you made it, the business side of the 

Club cannot sustain this.  We truly hope that this will be a temporary measure and we are continually trying to come 

up with other ways and means to get back to trading on all 7 days.  This will not have any effect on things such as 

private functions, meetings and/or funerals etc. as we are fully prepared to open up on these days should we be 

required to do so. 



On the flip side of trading hours, as we have got further into Daylight Savings we have come to realise the need to 

open later on Sundays so moving forward we will open until 8pm during the summer months.  We are also looking 

into some exciting ideas to utilise our fab garden bar so watch this space for more details!!  We will be opening up 

on our hours on Thursday night also.  Continue reading to discover our ‘super’ plans for Thursdays!! 

These changes will be kicking off from the 20th November 2017 so the new Club hours will be as follows: 

Monday Closed    Friday  1pm – Late 

Tuesday Closed    Saturday 11am – Late 

Wednesday 12pm – 9pm   Sunday  1pm – 8pm* 

Thursday 1pm – Late  *Except the 1st Sunday of every month, we open at 11am 

 

As part of our restructure we are also looking to introduce another night in the Restaurant as well as a slight change 

in hours on Friday and Saturday.  Again keep reading for our plans around Thursday and while you’re there have a 

read about our new and improved Friday nights… for now though our new hours to enjoy a meal, from the 23th 

November, in the Restaurant will be: 

Thursday Evening  5.30pm – 8pm 

Friday & Saturday Evenings 6pm – 8.30pm 

We would also like to mention at this point that due to increasing costs there will be some increases in both the 

restaurant and bar prices.  If you have any concerns regarding these changes, please contact Renee or Tara on 06 

363 7670 to do so.  Please be aware that these changes have come from the top and the girls in the restaurant and 

bar have no control over this.   

 

Alrighty… now for the fun stuff!!  (Please bear in mind this quote as you go forth reading this Newsletter!!) 

“If you always do, what you always did… You always get, what you always got!!” 

 

Going along with the theme of trying 

something different down here at the 

Razza, we are introducing GOLDEN THURSDAY’S and TGI FRIDAY’S!!!  Both days are going to follow the same lines as 

our current Club Night but will be aimed at different Member’s needs, essentially giving us 2 Club Nights! 

Before we go into WHAT changes we are making, we feel it’s super important that we explain why we are doing 

them.  We hope we can help you to understand the importance of these changes which will then in turn help you get 

in and fully support us to make them a success! 

Firstly (and perhaps most importantly), we need to increase business!  We have over 600 financial members at the 

Foxton RSA but it appears we are really only accommodating maybe 100 of them.  We believe ALL members are as 

important as the next and to continue with what we have been doing just because “it’s always been done this way” 

would not be beneficial to all of our members or conducive to the success of the Club!  As much as this is a Members 

Club, we all need to remember that the Foxton RSA is not JUST a Club… It’s also a Business!! 

 

Bearing that in mind… Currently, Club Night Fridays are starting early, finishing early and are not really 

accommodating our Working Members who are looking for an end of week wind down.  It has been often 

mentioned to us that the working members among us are disappointed when they come down for Club Night since 

when they get here the raffles are well finished, the roast is all gone and everything seems to be winding down for 

an early close.  And all this around 6.30pm!!   



On the flip side of this, we have equally had a lot of reports the other way in the form of complaints when it comes 

to trying to liven up Friday nights with entertainment being too loud or the ‘younger’ crowd almost taking over or 

getting in the way. 

The obvious answer, as we see it, is to provide evenings with each different crowd in mind and we truly hope that 

you will all see the advantages of this and therefore enjoy your time down here at the RSA even more!!  This, of 

course, in no way means that all are not welcome to enjoy any of the night’s events and we will happily welcome 

each and every member when they come through our doors.  It’s really more that the changes will give you more 

options that you can choose from and will allow you to find the best fit for you! 

Having that said… here’s a bit of an overview as to what’s going to happen moving forward! 

GOLDEN THURSDAY’S (Gold Card Thursday’s)  

As we will be basing everything around Club Night as we know it now, we are simply opening up on another night.  

That means that we will have the Restaurant open which will be doing our famous Roast, the meat raffles will be 

there and will continue to start earlier and of course we will have the Ode.  As the name suggests, Thursday’s will be 

all things Gold Card!  If you have a gold card in your hot little hands… we will give you a deal!!!  We do already have 

some ‘over 65’ drink specials on our quieter nights as well as cheaper roasts on Friday so basically what we are going 

to be doing is bringing all those specials together into one night… not only that, we will be adding some more.  We 

believe this will give more of the ‘Goldie Holders’ an opportunity to take advantage of these deals instead of a select 

few obtaining them with the vast majority completely unaware that they are there.  As well as drink and food 

specials we are also going to start looking at entertainment options that will be more suited to our Golden Thursday 

cliental.  Watch this space for coming information around entertainment and until then, how about letting us know 

some of the things you would be interested in having as entertainment!! 

All Gold Card Bar specials will be starting straight away...  A full list of Specials will be up around the Club so check 

them out when you come in.  The restaurant will be open on Thursday nights from the 23rd November 2017, the 

roast will start from the 30th November and we intend on having raffles starting on Thursdays from 07th December 

2017. 

 

TGI FRIDAYS (Thank God it’s Friday!) 

As mentioned earlier, we have heard from our members in the Working Force that they feel there is not much on 

offer on Friday to encourage them in!  By the time they get home from work, catch up with the family, scrub up and 

head out the night has almost past them by.  We here at the Foxton RSA fully agree!  So with that in mind, we will be 

introducing TGI Friday’s to the mix.  Again, this will follow our current Club Night agenda but we will be moving 

everything back a few hours.  We will continue having raffles on Friday’s but they will not start until 5.30pm.  We will 

be starting the new TGIF happy hour from 6pm – 7pm every Friday and the Restaurant will open from 6pm – 

8.30pm.  The Roast will still happen on Friday but again, won’t be on offer until after 6pm.  (NB. The Gold Card rate 

on Fridays for Roast Meals will no longer be available after Thursday 07th December.) 

The Jukebox will be going on EVERY Friday (unless we have other musical entertainment) and will be turned up from 

7pm.  We are currently open from 1pm – LATE on Friday with a licence until 1am and we are going to start using 

this!!  This does in NO way mean that we are trying to be a Night Club with booming Dance/Electronic Music until 

the wee hours of the morning, we are simply trying to inject some ambiance into Friday nights and turn Foxton RSA 

into the Hub that we all know its capable of being! 

 

 

 

  

           NO APPOINTMENTS REQUIRED FOR HAIRCUTS 
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It’s probably wise to mention now that the raffles as we know it are going to have a 

slight overhaul too!!  The main problem around this is that not all of the Raffles are 

being sold every Friday.  Although this is fantastic for our members as it increases your 

chances to win, it does the Club as a whole no favours at all!!  We make very little on 

raffles and the money we do get pays for next week’s prizes and any thing over and above that goes into our 

Entertainment Fund!!  That means that if we don’t sell all the raffles, all the time, the Club is losing money (and 

unfortunately we are not in a position to do this).  We’ve also been doing some field work on what other Clubs are 

offering for Raffles and we have come to the realisation that we have EXCEPTIONAL odds, especially with our Meat 

Raffles.   

An example of this is our 3 draw meat raffle.  Most other Clubs would only have 1 of our ‘3 draw’ meat packs as a 

prize and we offer 3!  So our odds for that draw alone are 3x better than other Clubs, then add to that, some tickets 

being left unsold but drawn anyway, ultimately the raffles are costing the Club!  We’re not 100% on all the changes 

we will make with the raffles but we feel it’s only fair to make the members aware that we will be making some 

changes around this.  At the very least, we are going to reduce the amount of raffles being sold at the same time as 

well as holding the draw until ALL tickets are sold!  So get in and help our Raffle sellers out and maybe buy a couple 

of extra tickets… this will also help increase your changes of taking a prize home at the end of the night!!  

 

 

23rd November – Restaurant opens for evening meals 

   5.30pm – 8pm (Or prior if quiet) 

25th November – Karaoke with Nigel 

30th November – Thurs Roasts avail today 

30th November – Housie: St Johns Fundraiser.   

 7pm – 9pm  

01st December – TGI Fridays 

07th December – Golden Thursday 

09th December – Women’s Section Kids Christmas 

10th December – Volunteers Day 

16th December – Karaoke with Nigel 

24th December – Christmas Dinner 

25th December – Christmas Day (Closed) 

26th December – Boxing Day (Closed) 

31st December - NEW YEARS EVE!!!  

   Live Music: First Light 

01st January – New Year’s Day (Closed) 

 

 



As we are not open on Christmas Day we would like to invite those 

members who are interested to come down and enjoy Christmas 

Lunch on Sunday 24th December 2017.  NB this will be a late lunch 

with the meal being served at 2pm. 

The menu: 

• Our famous Roast Beef + Glazed ham 

• Roast Veg 

• Pudding; Steam pudding & Custard or Pavlova & Fruit Salad 

All for $25 per person 

We will need at least 15 people to make this work so you can register your interest from now so please do let us 

know!  From there we will require payment (thereby confirming your spot) by Sunday 17th December 2017. 

 

Along the lines of ‘trimming fat’ we are doing a massive call out for 

Email Addresses.  This is mainly for our Newsletters.  As you could 

imagine we have a hell of a task getting our Newsletters out to all our members at once and then there’s the paper 

and ink factor.  Printing our Newsletters is no cheap feat!  We may already have your email address but there are a 

lot of incorrect ones or simply none at all.  As we said earlier we have in excess of 600 members but currently only 

about 250 email addresses.  We would really appreciate you letting us know either your email address or your 

updated address.  If we have more addresses it will mean we could let you know if we have any events coming up 

that may not have been planned at the time of the newsletters going to print or if we have any promotions coming 

up. 

You can email us at foxtonrsa@xtra.co.nz with your details or give us a call at the club on 06 363 7670 so we can 

adjust your info.  Subs will also be due for 2018 from December so the Staff will be checking all the information we 

have when you come in to pay this. 

 

Last month we held our annual Friendship Day.  We had 63 members 

and visitors from other RSA Women’s Sections attend.  This year we 

started later at 1pm.  This is our annual Fundraiser.  We had a great 

variety of baking, produce, jam and handcrafts provided by our members which all sold well.  This was followed by 

our entertainment.  We wish to thank Tony Stam for stepping in at the last minute after the entertainment we had 

organised was not able to come.  He played his piano accordion for us and our President Liz ran two quizzes, The 

Butchers love letter; with all the answers having something to do with the Butcher’s Shop, and the other quiz with 

the answers being a type of bird.  Both of these quizzes caused lots of laughs!  Then we had raffles (42 of them!!) 

again provided by our members followed by afternoon tea.  We had lots of positive comments from the other 

sections on our Friendship Day.  Thanks to all our members… the effort and work done by you all made this day a 

great success!!  We also wish to thank Foxton New World for their donation of fruits and vegetables!! 

We have also given to our RSA recently with a donation of $1000.00. 

Christmas is coming up fast so the Women’s Section wish to remind members about our children’s Christmas party.  

This is for all RSA members who wish to bring their children or grandchildren up to the age of 10.  A list for you to 

write the names of the child coming will be put up on the RSA notice board next month.  For those attending, a 

present by the parents or grandparents is to be provided with the child’s name written on it to go under the 

Christmas tree for Santa.  Value is no more than $15.00. 

We wish to extend our sympathy to our member Joan Brannigan on the loss of her husband.  Our thoughts are with 

you. 

mailto:foxtonrsa@xtra.co.nz


CLUB CAPTAIN REPORT 2017: 

The 2017 Season is coming to an end and a very successful season it 

has been!! 

The Club played six home and away games against other clubs in the district, winning four but unfortunately losing 

the shield to MMBC.  A total of 58 members took part in these games. 

There is one more Tournament to be held this season namely the RSA Open.  The Club champs were not as well 

attended as I would have liked but were played in a very good spirit.  Congratulations to the winners! 

Although the RSA Quadrangular Team is not part of the Pool Adjunct I will say that they performed really well as 

some players had not been part of the team on a regular basis and I thank those that filled in when needed. 

I thank the committee and the members for their help over season and wish them all an early Merry Christmas and 

hope that next seasons pool is as well played as the season just past. 

Club Captain, 

Dick. 

 

Now playing 500  Do you enjoy playing cards? Or was it a favourite past time for you? Why not 

come down to the RSA on a Friday afternoon at 1:30pm. They play all sorts of card games from Skip-Bo to Rummikub 

and now 500.  If you don’t know how to play these card games, not to worry, the ladies will teach you! You’re in for a 

treat coming to cards on a Friday, they have a tonne of laughs. We would love to see you here ☺ 

 

We are hoping that one of our members can help us out on this and we are 

putting a call out to everyone in the hopes that someone may have a working 

lawnmower sitting in the garage that they may wish to donate to the Club.  Again, we are trying to cut costs where 

ever we can so we have taken up mowing the lawns ourselves so we are not paying an external company to do it.  

We have had some Volunteers step up and help us with this but unfortunately our old mower has put itself into 

permanent retirement.  Sadly we are not in a position to head to the shops to purchase a brand new replacement.  

We are not fussy and she doesn’t need to be a flashun’, as long as she’s working, ready to cut grass we would be 

fully appreciative!  

Give us a call here at the Club on 06 363 7670 and let us know if there’s any chance you could help us out!!! 

 

We want to take this opportunity to let all members know 

that there is a requirement to make a donation for the Van 

when you are using it.  For those of you that use it 

regularly you know we ask a measly $2 for each trip in the Van.  However it was proposed and seconded by 

members at the AGM that the price per trip increase to $3.  This will take place from the week commencing 27th 

November 2017.  Of course if you have purchased one of our $10 concession card we will accept these until they are 

finished! 

There also seems to be some confusion around when and where to pay.  So to confirm for you… 

Operating as a Courtesy Coach: 

The van is $3 for each and every trip you take.  That means if you ring in for a pickup, it will be $3!  When you are 

dropped home at the conclusion of your evening, it is $3.  This is the flat rate for trips around both Foxton and 

Foxton Beach with Tickets to Ride being available at the Bar.  Although we feel this is extremely reasonable, we have 

started doing Concession Cards which are now $15 each and give you the 6th trip absolutely free!!!  If you are a 

regular user of the Van on Friday, Saturday and soon to be Thursday Nights, please talk to the bar staff for a 



Concession Card.  It makes life for everyone involved much, much easier.  Also please be aware that the Drivers are 

NOT to accept money and you are required to PAY AT THE BAR!!   You need to be aware that legally, paying the 

driver can be misconstrued as them being a Taxi Driver by the ‘powers that be’ and can lead to fines to them 

personally as well as to the Club. 

Now, if we were to break it down for you and compare that with the cost of a fine or lose of Licence for Drinking and 

Driving, I’m sure you would all agree that $6 to pick you up and drop you home is nothing!!  Please DO NOT insult 

the Drivers or the Bar Staff when they ask you for your payment or your ticket to ride!! 

We are also looking to introduce a service to Shannon on Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings in the very near 

future.  We have an increasing number of members that come from Shannon so it only seems logical to help our 

‘Neighbours’ to get here and home safely.  This will be in the form of 1 pickup run, and 1 drop off run.  This will, of 

course, be more than $3 each way but still significantly less than any fine from the Boys in Blue.  Watch this space for 

more details!! 

As a Welfare Van: 

This remains the same, with a Koha being gratefully received.  Generally this is $20 for a trip to Palmerston North or 

Levin. 

 

We are doing things a little different this year for Volunteers Day and 

inviting our Volunteers to join us for pre-Christmas dinner.  This will be 

on Sunday December 10th 2017.  As we will be incorporating our Staff 

Appreciation evening at the same time we would like you to be aware that we will be closing early on Sunday 10th.   

We apologise for any inconvenience caused and thank you for your understanding! 

 

We would like to send our condolences to Marlene and Bruce Taylor and their Family for 

the loss of their Grandson/Son Josh.  That was truly a sad occasion and we hope you are 

all getting through this rough time as easily as you can!  You are all in our thoughts! 

We would also like to take this opportunity to thank our fabulous Pool Adjunct for their generous Donation!  People 

can say whatever they like about you guys… but we know you’re awesome!! Hahahaha ☺.  No, really we fully 

appreciate it and look forward to another year of Pool Club fun! 

 

And, we are pleased to announce the appointment of our new Patron, Mr Ken Macrae!   

Ken shared some wise words with us at the AGM and reminded us that the RSA was built on sacrifice, the sacrifice of 

the Men that adorn our walls.  Their sacrifice was at a cost of their lives but if we as members were prepared to 

sacrifice a small amount as well as each member doing their bit to encourage new people into the Club, that we have 

a real chance of getting our Club back on track!!  Never a truer word was spoken Ken and we thank you for your 

encouraging words! 

So, to finish, maybe you could find the time to pop down to your local and enjoy a cold beverage and comradery at 

the Foxton RSA. 

  



 


